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SkySong enjoymg ﬁne success tchnologltal hub

hree }'Em officials
from Turlns education-
software company Sebit

came to Scottsdale to learn
more about SkySong, the Ari-

Universty

University
Scottsdale

Innovation Center, and ASU’s

vision for the project’s future.

The company was only be-
ginning to look at doing busi-
ness in America, but r talk-
ing with ASU President Mi-
chael Crow and seeing what
ASU SkySong's assistance
- could do for its company, Se-
bit's Adaptive Curriculum divi-
sion opened an office within
ASU SkySong for its two em-
ployees,

Fast forward to a few
months ago. After ASU Sky-
Song’s commitment to innova-
tion and technology helped the
company expand its presence
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in the US. marketplace, Sebit
leased office space for its now
S0 cmplo}reesrmkSmtmda]e. be-
coming onc of SkySong’s
largest tenants.

ASU SkySong's ability to
lend the expertise of one of
America's premier research
universities, ASU’s valuable re-
sources of students and gradu-
ates, and the project’s focus on
technology and innovation
made it possible for Adaptive
Curriculum to enjoy suc
growth.

It's a remarkable success
story, and it shows not only
what SkySong is delivering for
Scottsdale and the Valley of
the Sun right now, but what it
will deliver well into the fu-
ture.

Despite a dire economic
downturn — timed almost ex-
actly with SkySonﬁ’:;penmg

¢ project has me a
kﬁl economic engine for the
ey business community. Tt
is home to more than 50 com-
panies from 10 countries, em-
ploying upwards of 700 people.

These companies and their
employees have an economic
impact on Arizona that is well
into the tens of millions of dol-
lars and are helping to position
Scottsdale and the Valley as a
key hub for innovation and
technology.

SkySong'’s two buildings are
now at 82 percent occupancy

— a remarkable achievement in
hght of the economic condi-
tions — significantly outper-
forming other new and exist-
ing commercial projects. As
the economy recovers, the pro-
ject w':i!_! continue to grow and
expan

The project is having an im-
pact beyond just attracting
new companies and jobs to the
area. SkySong is starting to re-
alize its pot-:nt:al as a.hub for
the East Valley, a place where
meetings and erences take

lace on the same days that a
ers market is held for the
neighborhood.

SkySong's evolution as a
neighborhood asset is contin-
uing, with the exciting news
that a new restaurant — the
City Market Deli —will be
opening in the project in the
coming months.

The project’s iconic shade

in progress, and certainly

structure makes it one of the

most recognzable dﬂ*l:h)']d:‘
ments in on, but that's

far from the only ition it
has received. SkySong has won
several significant awnrds and

designations for its sustainable
construction and positive im-
pact on south Scottsdale,

In short, SkySongis a wt'n:];::l:
economy has had an effect on
how it has grown since its in-
ception. But the success stories
envisioned when the project
opened a few years ago are
starting to become a reality.
That's very news for
Scottsdale, the Valley and Ari-
zona's economy as a whole.

Sharon Harper is president and
CEO of the Plaza Companies.
Don Couvillion is vice president
of real estate for the Arizona
State University Foundation.




